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Middle Georgia Center for Academic Excellence, Inc. 
 

 

 

 

Greetings: 

 
This is the TRIO Yearbook for 2019. It was our desire to capture the accomplishments 
that were achieved by each of you during the year and for you to have a yearbook to 
reflect upon in the coming years of your TRIO experiences. 
 
As we indicated in your acceptance letter to you, the purpose of the program is to help you 
learn skills and techniques that will increase the options available to you upon graduation 
from high school. Through the activities of TRIO you will be able to identify problems and 
barriers before you analyze them, consider solutions to them, and implement problem 
solving strategies to correct them. The skills you learned this year will assist you in 
making life more tolerable and satisfying, perhaps more exciting and surely more 
successful. 
 
In the acceptance letter, we challenged each of you to use the resources of TRIO to help 
you become whatever you want to be. We also challenged you to come to the Program 
with a willingness to invest in yourself and to develop self-control methods that would 
help you follow your own wishes, rather than be controlled by negative circumstances and 
influences around you. 
 
You met the challenges head-on and I congratulate you on your many accomplishments 
during the year. 

 
Sincerely, 

 

Samuel F. Hart, Sr. 
Executive Director 

 

 

Talent Search Program Upward Bound Program Upward Bound Math Science Program 

623 Arlington Place - Macon, Georgia 31201 
Telephone (478) 745-1675- Facsimile (478) 745-3359 

 



3 | P a g e 

 

    ABOUT… 

At the Middle Georgia Center for Academic Excellence, our ultimate goal is to help students 

graduate from college by equipping them to be successful with meeting their specific academic 

needs. Through our Federal TRIO and Georgia Department of Human Services programs, we 

mentor over 1,400 students annually and have assisted with the college enrollment of over 2,500 

students. 

 

The Middle Georgia Center for Academic Excellence was established in 2002 by Executive 

Director, Samuel F Hart, Sr.  After spending over thirty years in higher education, Mr. Hart 

created the Center to continue growing his vision for expanding college and post-secondary 

education opportunities for low- income and potential first-generation college students. 

 

Upward Bound students have multiple weekly opportunities to benefit from after-school 

tutoring and assistance. They, also, have access to supplemental instruction, skills workshops, 

and standardized test preparation as well as numerous enrichment opportunities that include 

field trips and college tours. 

 

 

623 Arlington Place 

Macon, Georgia 31201 

P: 478-745-1675 

F: 478-745-3359 

E: info.mgcae@gmail.com 

https://www.mgcae.org/staff-board/
https://www.google.com/maps/search/623%20Arlington%20Place%20Macon%20Georgia%2031201
mailto:info.mgcae@gmail.com
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PROGRAMS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

UPWARD BOUND 

Upward Bound students have multiple weekly opportunities to benefit 

from after-school tutoring and assistance. They also have access to 

supplemental instruction, skills workshops, and standardized test 

preparation. We offer numerous enrichment opportunities including field 

trips and college tours. 

UPWARD BOUND MATH & SCIENCE 

Upward Bound Math & Science students receive the same types of 

tutoring and activity options as Upward Bound students, but with a 

specific emphasis on STEM subjects. This program focuses primarily on 

cultivating interest and aptitude in STEM and, ultimately, helping 

students graduate college in a STEM-related discipline. 

EDUCATIONAL TALENT SEARCH 

Educational Talent Search is a more flexible program designed to meet 

student’s specific needs and interests. Some students may require just a 

few tutorials during the school year, while others may need weekly help. 

Students also receive helpful services like college admissions assistance. 

Students in this program enjoy a host of workshop and field trip 

activities. 

UPPER LEVEL THINKING 
Upper Level Thinking (ULT) is the Georgia Center for Academic 

Excellence’s state-funded program. ULT is an esteem-based, after-school 

tutoring program focused on raising students’ critical thinking abilities. 

All students receive subject tutorials, supplemental assistance, help with 

homework, and daily physical activity. 
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PARTNERSHIPS 

 

The Middle Georgia Center for Academic Excellence is beyond thankful 

for the helpfulness and generosity of all our partners, Middle Georgia 

State University and the Bibb County Board of Education. We are pleased 

to be backed by some incredible groups and organizations. Without this 

kind of support, many of the unique activities and opportunities we 

provide students in our Upward Bound, Upward Bound Math & 

Science, Educational Talent Search, and Upper Level Thinking programs 

would not be possible. 

 

 

Middle Georgia State University’s assistance has been crucial throughout 

our various programs. By providing us with access to their beautiful 

campuses, we have been able to host multiple events, including our 

summer programs. They played an integral part with the creation of our 

Upward Bound Math & Science program; a great deal of which is taught 

by their professors. Middle Georgia State has, also, been instrumental in 

identifying capable tutors who devote time and attention to our students. 

 

 

Without the Bibb County Board of Education, we would not have nearly 

as significant an impact as we currently do with students in the region. 

The Board of Education has graciously provided us with their full support, 

allowing us to work within many of our local schools, particularly 

Westside High School, where we have developed a strong collaborative 

          relationship. 

 

  

https://www.bcsdk12.net/
https://www.mgcae.org/about
https://www.mgcae.org/upward-bound/
https://www.mgcae.org/upward-bound-math-science/
https://www.mgcae.org/upward-bound-math-science/
https://www.mgcae.org/educational-talent-search/
https://www.mgcae.org/upper-level-thinking/
https://mga.edu/
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Nathan Lewis, Chairman of the Board 
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Atlanta, GA 

 

Samuel F. Hart, Sr., Executive Director 

Council for Academic Excellence, Inc. 

Macon, GA  31201 

 

Sharell F. Lewis, Judge 

Judge of State Court Macon, GA 31201 

 

Dr. Ike E. Mack, Pastor 

Unionville Missionary Baptist Church  
Macon, GA 31206 

President of Fellowship Missionary Baptist Convention of Georgia, Inc. 

 

Dr. Laurie Lankin, Assistant Dean/Associate Professor 

Mercer University 
College of Continuing & Professional Studies Macon, GA 31207 

 

Johnnie Mae Dawkins, Community Leader 

Macon, GA 31217 

 

Nettie Thomas, Community Leader 

Macon, GA 31217 

 

Dr. Marilyn P. Mindingall, Senior Vice Provost for Administration 

Mercer University Administration Building Macon, GA  31207 

 
Dr. James L. Bumpus 

The Bumpi Grou p, LLC Macon, GA 31216 

 

Dr. Keith Howard, Dean of Graduate Studies & Professor 

Mercer University 
Macon, GA 31210 

 

Samuel F. Hart, Jr., Attorney for the Board 

The Dozier Firm 
Macon, GA 31201 
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TRIO PROGRAM STAFF 

Samuel Hart, Sr. 

Executive Director 

Sheldon Hart 

Assistant Director 

LaWanda Carswell 
PreCollege Advisor 

Clara Braswell-Hall 

Executive 

Coordinator/Bookkeeper 

Sanita Bagley 
PreCollege Advsor 

LaQuita Mainer 
PreCollege Advisor 

LeTangelia Murray 
Secretary & File 

Reviewer 

Brittany Mack 
PreCollege 

Advisor/Coodinator 

Ann Golar 
PreCollege 

Advisor/Coordinator 

Kalycia Harrell 
PreCollege Advisor 
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Velysia Aoto 

Southwest Graduate 

University of Hawaii 

NyAsia Bond  

Northeast Graduate 

Central Georgia 

Technical College 

Tania Brown 

Southwest Graduate 

Savannah State 

University 

Chasity Burnett 

Southwest Graduate 

Savannah State 

University 

Kenzavious Coats 

Southwest Graduate 

Georgia Southern 

University 

De’Omini Daniely 

Southwest Graduate 

University of Georgia 

Brianna Davis 

Southwest Graduate 

Central Georgia 

Technical College 

Matthew Baxley 

Northeast Graduate 

Shumari Butts 

 Northeast Graduate 
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JaDarius Dean 

Southwest Graduate 

Savannah State 

University 

Elizar Galvez 

Southwest Graduate 

Middle Georgia State 

University 

Markayla Harris 

Southwest Graduate 

Mercer University 

Keturah Haynes 

Northeast Graduate 

Georgia State University 

Clyde Hutchinson, III  

Southwest Graduate 

Middle Georgia State 

University 

Kenyatta Edwards 

Northeast Graduate 

Mary Gray 

Northeast Graduate 

United States Military 

Princess Flanders 

 Northeast Graduate 

Reinhardt University 

Agenia Gainey 

Northeast Graduate 

Gordon State 
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Larry Howard 

Southwest Graduate 

Georgia Southern 

University 

Jasmine Jackson 

Southwest Graduate 

Middle Georgia State 

University 

Cadazja Robinson 

Southwest Graduate 

Middle Georgia State 

Ja’leah Rouse 

Northeast Graduate 

Gordon State University 

Jordan Stuckey 

Southwest Graduate 

Georgia Southern 

University 

Natajuah Thomas 

Southwest Graduate 

Georgia State University 

Carlos Sutton, Jr. 

Southwest Graduate 

Savannah State 

University 

I’Vanreik Williams 

Southwest Graduate 

Georgia Military 

College 

Markaly Willis 

Southwest Graduate 

Wesleyan College 

Shalynda Roberts 

Northeast Graduate 

Benedict College 
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Upper Level Thinking at the Harriet Tubman Museum 
 
 

 



12 | P a g e  

Upward Bound 
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 Educational Talent Search - SAT Bootcamp  
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Southwest 9th Graders (Registered for the PSAT) Pizza Party 
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Educational Talent Search – Honor Cord Recipients 
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Awards Ceremony  
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Awards Ceremony 
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Awards Ceremony 
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Upward Bound Math/Science Summer Trip to Cochran, Georgia 
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